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Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
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Dear Sir: 

This paper is responsive to the Office communication dated September 11, 2006 which 
indicated that the Reply Brief recently submitted by the Applicants in connection with the above- 
referenced matter would not be considered because it was not filed within two months of the 



March 23, 2006 mailing date of the Examiner's Answer. 



It is respectfully submitted, however, that the subject Reply Brief was indeed timely 
filed and should be considered by the Examiner. Significantly, the Reply Brief was filed under 
37 CFR § 1.8 which provides that correspondence required to be file in the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office within a set period of time will be considered as being timely filed if the 
correspondence is properly addressed and mailed prior to expiration of the set period of time. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that a written action be issued to clearly indicate 
that the Reply Brief is being considered by the Examiner. 
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